IF the thesis, that the main increase in lung cancer in large areas of the world is caused by epidermoid and small cell anaplastic carcinomas (Group I tumours), and that the other types : adenocarcinomas, carcinoids, mucous gland tumours and possibly also bronchiolo-alveolar cell carcinomas (Group 11 tumours) remain fairly stationary, the ratio Group I : Group 11 tumours should be a rough, but useful indicator of interest for epidemiological and aetiological studies (Kreyberg, 1959) .
In addition to the material given at the presentation of this thesis further studies have been undertaken. Kreyberg (1961a) has, in a Norwegian material of 522 cases of lung caiicer in males, shown a linear relationship between the ratio mentioned and the amount of tobacco smoked. Only at the lowest and highest smoking levels (up to 4 and above 29 g.) the graph deviated from the straight line. The findings are in full agreement with an earlier investigation of a British material (Doll, Hill and Kreyberg, 1957) . The similar results were, however, obtained through the use of different methods. The British material was examined as to the rate occurrence and the Norwegian as to the ratio findings.
The thesis has furthermore been tested on a verv small Italian material (78 cases only) from the city of Venice (Ferrari and Kreyberg, 1960 In this ordinary material of routine preparations, however, less than 10 per cent were discarded as unfit for typing, and of the remaining, approximatelv 9-i per cent could be typed and classified according to the criteria stipulated.
Remarkable is the very low number of combined epidermoid-adenocareinomas, 3 cases onlv. This material will be examined more extensively in a later paper. In the present, only a few features will be studied.
The The findings further underline the importance of uniformity of criteria and of source and composition of materials for comparative studies.
